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You’ve spent the day meeting a lot of vendors. 

 
Different ideas. Different styles. Different people telling you what your wedding should look 
like. 

It can feel like a lot. 

Before you go any further, take a breath. This guide isn’t about adding more noise. 

 
It’s here to help you slow things down and give you a simple path forward. 

Not everything needs to be decided straight away. 

And not everything you saw needs to be part of your day. 

When you’re ready, here’s a clear way to begin. 
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YOU’RE ENGAGED… NOW WHAT? 

Before anything else, pause. 

Before the planning, the decisions, and the opinions from everyone else… 
Take a moment to sit in what just happened. 

This isn’t just about organising a wedding. 
It’s about stepping into something meaningful together. 

 

START HERE 

Share the moment 
Tell the people who matter most. 

Celebrate your engagement 
Keep it simple. It matters more than making it big. 

Set a direction (not pressure) 
A season and a year is enough. 

Talk about what matters 

• What kind of day you actually want  

• Who you want there  

• How you want it to feel  

 

LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS 

Set a realistic budget 
Know your limits early. It makes every decision easier. 

(See Your Wedding Budget Worksheet in attachments) 

Get organised your way 
Simple systems work best. 

Create a mood board 
Not for perfection. Just alignment. 

Start looking at venues 
Your venue shapes everything. 
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BUILDING YOUR TEAM 

Lock in key suppliers early 

• Celebrant  

• Photographer  

• Videographer  

The right people matter more than trends. 

Choose your support people 
Your wedding party should feel like support, not obligation. 

(See Who does what and when in attachments) 

Take inspiration, not pressure 
You don’t need to decide everything now. 

 

12–6 MONTHS OUT 

Start outfit planning 

Book entertainment 

Plan food and drink 

Send save-the-dates if needed 

(See Your Wedding Planning Timeline in attachments for a full overview) 

 

6–2 MONTHS OUT 

Refine your style and details 

Organise your guest list 

Order your stationery 

Start thinking about your ceremony 

• Readings  

• Vows  
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• Structure  

 

FINAL MONTH 

Create a simple timeline 

Confirm suppliers 

Final fittings and seating plan 

Give small roles to trusted people 

 

THE FINAL WEEK 

Slow down. 

You’ve done the work. 

Spend time with your people. 
Prepare what you need and let go of the rest. 

 

THE DAY BEFORE 

Rest. 

Take it in. 

This moment won’t come again. 

 

AFTER THE WEDDING 

Enjoy being married. 

Say thank you. 
Take your time returning to normal life. 

 

A FINAL NOTE 

There is a lot of noise in the wedding industry. 
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A lot of “you should do this.” 
A lot of timelines, trends, and expectations. 

But at the centre of it all is something simple: 

Two people choosing each other. 

If you hold onto that, everything else becomes easier. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

To keep this guide simple, I’ve included a few practical tools separately: 

• Wedding Budget Worksheet  

• Wedding Planning Timeline Guide  

• Who does what and when on the Wedding Day 

• Ceremony Packages with inclusions and pricing 

• Your Name after Marriage  

Use what helps. Ignore what doesn’t. 

 

LET’S KEEP IT SIMPLE 

If you’d like support creating a ceremony that feels calm, personal, and true to you, I’d love to 
help. 

William Betson 
Marriage Celebrant 

0438 747 508 
hello@williambetson.com.au 
www.williambetson.com.au 

 


